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illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . . . an English spy. They would have hanged him in spite of his protestations of the
falsity of Oglethorpes letter, had not Don Manuel, who entertained some doubt as to the reports, interfered to
save his life. The situation of the Spaniards, however, was such that when word was brought them that three
ships--South Carolina scouting vessels--had been seen in the offing, supposing them to indicate the approach of
the English fleet, they were filled with terror. Sick, hungry, thirsty, dispirited, they set fire to the fort and,
abandoning large quantities of stores and supplies, including their guns, they piled aboard their ships and
sailed away. There was no English fleet anywhere near the scene of action and none was coming; no ships were
menacing St. Augustine, either. Oglethorpe at once surmised that they would stop at Fort William and endeavor
to strike one effective blow there. He sent expresses, therefore, to the young commander and bade him hold out
at all hazards. For two days Ensign Stewart and sixty men sustained a vigorous attack from the Spaniards,
whom they finally repulsed. Oglethorpe had followed in the wake of the retreating ships with his own small
vessels and annoyed them as much as he could. Shortly after the middle of July the Spaniards abandoned their
expedition and the whole armada left the coast, never to return. The celebrated Whitefield, who was with
Oglethorpe at the time, said of the results of the campaign, The deliverance of Georgia...
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