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5 January 1953 'Waiting for Godot' challenged its first theaters audience with a never seen dramatic work of
art, radically different from anything shown before, the title referring ironically to the nonappearance of the
person awaited so faithfully by the two main protagonists . Before Beckett, drama was synonymous with
action: a plot in which barely anything happens was inconceivable. Beckett is the first dramatist to focus
exclusively on the act of waiting and to make this into his dominant metaphor for existence. He, at he same
time, expects his audience to share that experience of waiting with Estragon and Vladimir. As Martin Esslin
pointed out in 1961: Beckett is trying to capture the basic experience of being 'in the world', having been thrust
into it without a by-your-leave, and having, somehow, to come to terms with 'being there', 'Dasein’ itself, in
Heidegger's sense . Vladimir and Estragon, two tramps, are the main characters of the play. They perform on
an empty stage, marked only by a single tree and a low mound, waiting for the appearance of a mysterious
character named Godot. Two other men, Pozzo and Lucky, master and servant, turn up and stay with them for
a while. To pass their time, they discuss their bodily handicaps, their non-fitting clothes and episodes of their life
together as well as questions of theology. Godot, however, never comes; but a boy delivers the...
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